2024 national media scan

Weather whiplash and water infrastructure make
headlines

Introduction

Media coverage of water in the U.S. declined by 33%?! in 2024, compared to the previous year.
Based on our annual audits, water media coverage related to water supply, water safety, and
water access and affordability news peaked in 2022 (243k articles), largely driven by worsening
drought conditions in the West, the Colorado River crisis, and the catastrophic water
infrastructure failure in Jackson, Mississippi.

As in years past, the Water Hub used a text-based keyword analysis in Meltwater to scan media
coverage and understand themes in 2024 water news. News articles mentioning water supply
search terms remained the largest source of water media coverage (51.2%) compared to the
other queries. In 2024, 25.1% of news stories mentioned water safety terms and 23.7%

mentioned access and affordability keywords.
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1 140k articles 2024 compared to 211k the previous year. Water supply news dropped by nearly 50%
from 2023 to 2024. Media coverage of water safety news dropped 28% (nearly 50k news articles in 2023
compared to 35k in 2024, while media coverage of water access and affordability increased by 8% (33.3k
articles in 2024 compared to 30.1k in 2023).
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Water supply

This year's water supply coverage was driven by new research on shifting
climate patterns, extreme weather — from drought in the Southwest and
Upper Midwest to a more active hurricane season — and regulatory
updates on binational rivers like the Colorado and Rio Grande.
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Drought remained the most heavily covered topic (57.8k), covering the usual snowpack
reporting, torrential rains in parts of California and Texas that brought the threat of flooding and
mudslides. Drought in the Midwest impacted farmers from Ohio, all the way down the
Mississippi River, to crawfish farmers in Louisiana. Some farmers who want to use regenerative
farming techniques to adapt to hotter, drier conditions, came up against unexpected barriers like
crop insurance. By May, rains in Missouri, Wisconsin, and lowa finally alleviated drought
conditions. Tracking water levels was a roller coaster as October in the region was “bone dry”
again and the weather whiplash that relieved drought downstream may also cause flooding
upstream. Unexpectedly dry conditions in the Northeast even led to October wildfires in New
Jersey and Connecticut, leading some experts to call for water behavior change in the region.

Climate change was another key theme of water supply media (19.9k), mentioned in nearly one
third (30%) of drought coverage. New research studied climate effects on snowfall in the United
States, the West's “hot drought,” and a new UCLA study that looked at how reduced rainfall is
just one driver of drought. Groundwater (11.3k) was the third hot topic, with groundwater
depletion accelerating in many parts of the world, including the United States. In December, the
Arizona Attorney General even sued a Saudi Arabian firm for overpumping.
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https://www.kvpr.org/environment/2024-01-02/california-begins-2024-with-below-normal-snowpack-a-year-after-one-of-the-best-starts-in-decades
https://www.columbian.com/news/2024/feb/12/washington-state-drinking-water-hydropower-at-risk-as-pacific-northwest-snowpack-shrinks/
https://www.today.com/video/record-rain-leads-to-widespread-flooding-in-southern-california-202765381563
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2024-01-25/how-perfect-storms-dumped-rain-on-ventura-and-san-diego
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/01/24/weather/flood-warnings-texas-louisiana-climate/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/california-storms-atmospheric-river-383921ec5cc4b41a0b454b236476da5a
https://weather.com/news/news/2024-03-22-spring-snow-midwest-drought
https://www.theintelligencer.net/news/top-headlines/2024/08/severe-drought-creating-catastrophic-conditions-for-ohio-valley-farmers/
https://weather.com/news/news/2024-03-07-louisiana-disaster-declared-crawfish-shortage
https://www.ocregister.com/2024/07/30/us-farmers-want-to-adapt-to-climate-change-but-crop-insurance-wont-let-them/
https://www.newspressnow.com/opinion/always-looking-up-opinion/2024/05/16/northwest-missouri-is-officially-drought-free/
https://www.wsaw.com/2024/05/09/drought-is-finally-over-much-wisconsin/
https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/briefs/widespread-rains-eliminate-extreme-drought-in-iowa/
https://madison.com/news/nation-world/weather/where-has-all-the-rain-gone-bone-dry-october-strikes-much-of-us/article_8105a90d-3ca9-5fd0-8f93-e607afbdb076.html#:~:text=Bone%2Ddry%20October%20strikes%20much%20of%20US,-SETH%20BORENSTEIN%20Associated&text=A%20bone%2Ddry%20October%20pushed,to%20Associated%20Press%20reporting%20Tuesday.
https://investigatemidwest.org/2024/07/16/upper-mississippi-river-flooding-offers-relief-after-ongoing-drought-in-the-south/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/31/nyregion/new-jersey-connecticut-wildfires-drought.html
https://apnews.com/article/drought-new-york-water-conservation-new-jersey-121d29c25df168fa5b9d3d74add27d7c
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2024/01/10/climate-change-effects-and-snow-blizzards-in-us/72122623007/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/01/24/climate/hot-drought-west-climate
https://www.lapost.com/rising-heat-drives-drought-more-than-lack-of-rain
https://apnews.com/article/groundwater-depletion-aquifer-drought-water-agriculture-591dca73469eff4ceeff72442bc2c2c6
https://apnews.com/article/groundwater-depletion-aquifer-drought-water-agriculture-591dca73469eff4ceeff72442bc2c2c6
https://thehill.com/policy/equilibrium-sustainability/4429352-states-facing-most-serious-groundwater-crises/
https://www.kgun9.com/news/state/arizona-ag-sues-saudi-firm-over-excessive-groundwater-pumping-saying-its-a-public-nuisance
mailto:sarah@waterhub.org

Coverage of Tribes and Indigenous communities (13.9k) was another top
theme. In Wisconsin, climate change threatens traditional spearfishing and
the Oneida people are adapting to flooding that has destroyed white corn, a
traditionally important crop. In the Colorado River Basin, Tribal water rights
settlements are a hot topic.

Major river systems, like the Colorado River (7.89k) represented another theme in water supply
news. Journalists continued to follow developments in Colorado River management decisions, as
the states, Tribes, Mexico, and federal government proposed options for water sharing. While
conditions remain strained, a summer report found water use in the lower Basin states, led by
Nevada, was at a 40-year low.

Water supply keywords

groundwater
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The Mississippi River Basin

In 2024, our scan picked up nearly 19,000 news stories mentioning the Mississippi River, a 37%
decrease from the previous year. These results are consistent with our overall finding of less
water-focused media coverage.

Key moments along the Mississippi River included:

e |n February, Louisiana’s shrinking coastal wetlands were in the spotlight as scientists at
Tulane studied the dire impact of sea level rise on the region’s natural hurricane buffers.

e FEach March, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s spring outlook
report drives news coverage around the outlook for flooding and drought across the
United States, including the Mississippi River region. Though the spring outlook was
positive, the Upper Midwest still experienced flooding along the river in late spring and
early summer.

e Extreme heat, drought, and saltwater intrusion in the Gulf in 2023 caused a major
disruption in 2024’s crawfish harvest. This led to the Louisiana Governor issuing a
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https://www.wxpr.org/native-american-news/2024-07-09/as-climate-change-alters-lakes-tribes-and-conservationists-fight-for-the-future-of-spearfishing
https://www.pennlive.com/native-american-news/2024/09/spring-rains-destroyed-a-harvest-important-to-the-oneida-people-farmers-are-working-to-adapt.html
https://apnews.com/article/colorado-river-tribes-water-settlement-navajo-hopi-d8aaa65e7c5d04ef965763ea4bde5078
https://apnews.com/article/colorado-river-navajo-water-rights-arizona-97087350d38e21d8e06a290da2e85182
https://www.kuer.org/science-environment/2024-05-09/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-proposals-to-save-the-colorado-river
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2024-11-20/feds-outline-options-for-shrinking-colorado-river
https://www.reviewjournal.com/local/local-las-vegas/nevada-leads-as-40-year-low-is-reached-in-colorado-river-water-use-3071748/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/02/15/louisiana-coastal-erosion-swamp-wetland-loss/
https://apnews.com/article/spring-weather-mild-wet-dry-flood-822a32490c1af01b8136595231e63973
https://apnews.com/article/spring-weather-mild-wet-dry-flood-822a32490c1af01b8136595231e63973
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/flooding-mississippi-river-minnesota-st-paul-downtown-emergency/
https://www.shreveporttimes.com/story/news/2024/03/06/governor-jeff-landry-hopes-to-rescue-louisiana-crawfish-farmers-from-disaster/72865564007/
mailto:sarah@waterhub.org

disaster declaration over the shortage that made national headlines.

e Inthe Great Lakes region, a big increase in news volume in April
stemmed from the decision of U.S. wildlife officials not to list lake
sturgeon as an endangered species.

e A June report from the Associated Press found that flooding has
pushed people living along the Mississippi River from their homes
at a 30% higher rate than the rest of the United States.

e InJuly, the Louisiana-based environmental justice nonprofit, The Descendants Project,
purchased Woodland Plantation, bringing the site of a historic slave revolt under Black
ownership for the first time.

e In November, for the third year in a row, saltwater from the Gulf of Mexico pushed into
the Mississippi River. WNNO and the Mississippi River Ag & Water Desk collaborated on
a feature story looking at long-term solutions for the region.

Mississippi River keywords
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Like last year, we wanted to look at how the media is covering solutions-focused stories in the
Mississippi River Basin. We found:

e 336 stories mention agricultural solution keywords, an 85% increase over the previous
year. Media coverage throughout the year looked at_strategies to reduce runoff from
farms, but also lagging progress. This was mainly driven by media coverage of a January
EPA report on the lack of progress in curtailing stubborn agricultural runoff pollution
flowing in the Gulf of Mexico, causing a dead zone. NPR’s climate solutions team also
took a critical look at the benefits of large-scale investments in regenerative agriculture.
A new study from UW-Madison mapped abandoned farmland that could be used for
other climate solutions like restoring floodplains or building renewable energy projects.
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https://www.shreveporttimes.com/story/news/2024/03/06/governor-jeff-landry-hopes-to-rescue-louisiana-crawfish-farmers-from-disaster/72865564007/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/03/07/climate/louisiana-crawfish-disaster-us-climate
https://www.fdlreporter.com/story/sports/outdoors/2024/04/22/sturgeon-stay-off-endangered-species-act-list-wisconsin-fishing-spearing-seasons-remain/73411284007/
https://www.fdlreporter.com/story/sports/outdoors/2024/04/22/sturgeon-stay-off-endangered-species-act-list-wisconsin-fishing-spearing-seasons-remain/73411284007/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/frequent-and-devastating-floods-take-toll-on-mississippi-river-communities-that-once-thrived
https://www.wosu.org/npr-news/2024-07-09/louisiana-plantation-where-historic-slave-revolt-started-now-under-black-ownership
https://www.wwno.org/coastal-desk/2024-11-19/as-saltwater-flows-up-the-mississippi-river-for-a-third-year-the-region-looks-for-permanent-solutions
https://www.wxpr.org/food-and-agriculture/2024-09-26/nitrate-rivers-farms
https://www.minnpost.com/environment/2024/07/conservation-lags-so-does-progress-in-slashing-gulf-of-mexico-dead-zone-2/#:~:text=Farm%20to%20Trouble%3A%20As%20conservation,use%20have%20made%20success%20unlikely.
https://apnews.com/article/rivers-streams-nitrogen-pollution-fertilizer-agriculture-farming-571eb54cb69cc06f43d5f1253e990337
https://apnews.com/article/rivers-streams-nitrogen-pollution-fertilizer-agriculture-farming-571eb54cb69cc06f43d5f1253e990337
https://www.wkar.org/2024-09-10/regenerative-agriculture-is-sold-as-a-climate-solution-can-it-do-all-it-says
https://www.wkar.org/2024-09-10/regenerative-agriculture-is-sold-as-a-climate-solution-can-it-do-all-it-says
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2024/06/21/uw-study-mapped-abandoned-farmland-it-could-hold-clean-energy-answer/73958272007/
mailto:sarah@waterhub.org

e 362 stories mentioned river and ecosystem restoration, a modest
13% increase from 2023. The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
published several stories about floodplain forests, including efforts
by volunteers to save acorns as a way to restore these oak forests
inundated by floodwaters.

e Lessthan 1% of articles mentioned federal funding in connection
with the Mississippi River. Mentions include Inflation Reduction Act
funding for climate-smart programs that reduce runoff from farms, lobbying efforts from
conservation organizations to bring more infrastructure dollars to the region, and funding
for ecosystem restoration and resiliency in national wildlife refuges and state wildlife
areas along the Basin.

e Only 240 articles mentioned green infrastructure, about the same as 2023. Stories
include coverage of a new Wisconsin law aimed at restoring wetlands to prevent
flooding and how Mississippi River towns are working together to come up with
solutions, like the benefits of greenspace in flood mitigation and removing concrete so
rivers have more room to move.

Water access & affordability

Media coverage of water access and affordability in 2024 was shaped by a mix of chronic
infrastructure issues and acute climate disasters. Most notably, media coverage corresponded
with extreme weather events and underscored the vulnerability of aging water systems.

We saw three major spikes in media coverage on water access throughout the year
corresponding with extreme weather or major infrastructure disruption. In January, winter storms
in the Southeast caused widespread water outages and boil notices. The deep freeze caused
broken water pipes, boil notices, and water outages in small towns in Tennessee and Arkansas,
also hitting Memphis particularly hard.

In the summer, Atlanta experienced major water main breaks and outages. These outages
impacted residents and regional hospitals. Boil notices were lifted after nearly a week of
disruption. The disruption in the major metropolitan area brought to light long-standing water
infrastructure struggles, and generated significant national attention. Later local coverage has
focused on investigating the causes of Atlanta’s water woes and covering a customer base split
on rate hikes to fix a backlog of needed infrastructure improvements.

Hurricanes caused major disruptions. In July, Hurricane Beryl caused a massive sewer spill in
Houston's bayous and many area residents had to boil water due to power outages. In
September 2024, Hurricane Helene caused widespread devastation in Asheville, North Carolina
and surrounding communities, killing over 100 people and decimating water infrastructure. Many
residents were without water access for weeks. Weeks later, Hurricane Milton caused boil
advisories in 11 Florida counties.
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https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/local/wisconsin/2024/01/10/mississippi-river-floodplain-forests-are-dying-heres-what-to-know/72148656007/
https://www.kwqc.com/2024/12/30/along-mississippi-river-volunteers-work-collect-plant-acorns-save-struggling-forests/
https://www.kwqc.com/2024/12/30/along-mississippi-river-volunteers-work-collect-plant-acorns-save-struggling-forests/
https://nebraskapublicmedia.org/en/news/news-articles/as-conservation-in-agriculture-lags-so-does-the-progress-in-slashing-the-gulfs-dead-zone/
https://nebraskapublicmedia.org/en/news/news-articles/as-conservation-in-agriculture-lags-so-does-the-progress-in-slashing-the-gulfs-dead-zone/
https://thelensnola.org/2024/03/13/climate-weary-mississippi-river-delegation-lobbies-for-help-in-d-c/
https://www.minnpost.com/other-nonprofit-media/2024/06/upper-mississippi-river-refuge-has-been-an-ecological-oasis-what-comes-next/
https://www.nola.com/news/environment/39m-for-forests-wetlands-on-la-refuges-wildlife-areas/article_2844c5f2-040e-11ef-8c7f-2716b663f86e.html
https://www.nola.com/news/environment/39m-for-forests-wetlands-on-la-refuges-wildlife-areas/article_2844c5f2-040e-11ef-8c7f-2716b663f86e.html
https://www.thenorthwestern.com/story/news/politics/2024/04/03/tony-evers-signs-wetlands-protection-bill-aimed-at-preventing-floods/73191102007/
https://grist.org/solutions/as-climate-risks-increase-mississippi-river-towns-look-to-each-other-for-solutions/
https://www.sbsun.com/2024/01/22/memphis-residents-on-day-4-of-a-boil-water-notice/
https://apnews.com/article/tennessee-water-freezing-temperatures-pipes-mason-4374d9660932066b91804dd3cddc88e2
https://nypost.com/2024/01/30/news/residents-of-an-east-arkansas-town-have-been-without-water-for-the-past-2-weeks-due-to-below-freezing-temps/
https://apnews.com/article/winter-weather-freezing-temperatures-cold-421dbc91409af283eaff2a673bcfae20#:~:text=The%20utility%20said%20it%20previously,leaks%20at%20homes%20and%20businesses.&text=Rhodes%20College%2C%20in%20Memphis%2C%20began,classes%20on%20Monday%20and%20Tuesday.
https://www.ajc.com/news/health-news/moving-to-normal-operations-at-emory-university-hospital-midtown-after-major-water-outage/MODCDJOTQBCDLO5ACHDJAT6AVI/
https://apnews.com/article/atlanta-water-outage-woes-andre-dickens-a1f06ef6c7f8348a44b183374a84994b
https://www.governing.com/infrastructure/atlantas-water-crisis-reveals-problems-with-infrastructure
https://www.governing.com/infrastructure/atlantas-water-crisis-reveals-problems-with-infrastructure
https://www.cnn.com/2024/06/05/us/atlanta-water-service-restoration-wednesday
https://www.ajc.com/news/investigations/what-prolonged-atlantas-water-crisis-key-equipment-that-went-untested/JGPUXTKJEJHMJBWNWGPOULEZQQ/
https://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta-news/poll-metro-residents-oppose-higher-water-sewer-rates-for-upgrades/53WEAUZA7ZFDXOARQCNYEIDOQQ/
https://decaturish.com/2024/10/dekalb-county-commissioners-to-vote-on-annual-6-water-sewer-rate-increase/
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/beryl-wastewater-spill-houston-19565209.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/beryl-wastewater-spill-houston-19565209.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/neighborhood/conroe/article/boil-water-notice-lifted-beryl-19574379.php
https://www.wabe.org/helene-death-toll-jumps-to-25-in-georgia-over-100-across-the-southeast/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/10/17/health/asheville-helene-public-health-partner-kff-health-news
https://www.kpbs.org/news/health/2024/10/03/in-asheville-n-c-many-residents-may-be-without-drinking-water-for-weeks
https://www.newsweek.com/hurricane-milton-sparks-slew-boil-water-notices-florida-1967355#:~:text=Dozens%20of%20boil%20water%20advisories,3%20storm%20late%20Wednesday%20night.
https://www.newsweek.com/hurricane-milton-sparks-slew-boil-water-notices-florida-1967355#:~:text=Dozens%20of%20boil%20water%20advisories,3%20storm%20late%20Wednesday%20night.
mailto:sarah@waterhub.org
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Other recurring themes included local reporting on water and sewer rate increases. From North
Texas, to Canton and Kent, Ohio, Bloomington, Indiana, to Juneau, Alaska, dozens of communities
faced rising water rates in 2024. Coverage often framed the issues around the rising costs for
utilities facing aging infrastructure in need of repair. An April Newsweek report mapped planned
water rate increases in Pennsylvania and New Mexico, including to fund Philadelphia’s water
assistance program for low-income residents.

Infrastructure failures across the country led to service disruptions, particularly in cities with
older water systems, such as in Indiana. The connection between infrastructure and access, and
water affordability included major reporting from the Associated Press on broken pipes, water
loss, and unaffordable water bills in Prichard, Alabama. Another example was reporting in Elint,
Michigan where the city threatened thousands of residents with property liens and possible
foreclosure due to unpaid bills. Residents in the story express distress due to a lack of trust
following the Flint water crisis and the expense of double paying for water, once for city water
they have lost trust in and separately buying bottled water to drink.

There was limited coverage on water affordability and assistance programs. Only about 300
stories mentioned customer assistance programs or the federal Low-Income Household Water
Assistance Program (LIHWARP), which ended in 2024. Examples of water bill assistance
coverage was mostly driven by utilities promoting programs to their customers. However, some
new legislation made news as well. California’s Senator Alex Padilla introduced a bill in March.
Michigan’s Congresswoman Debbie Dingell and Rashida Tlaib introduced new water
affordability legislation in the U.S. House in November as well, and lawmakers in Michigan
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https://communityimpact.com/dallas-fort-worth/richardson/health-care/2025/01/01/stretched-supply-causes-local-water-rates-to-rise/
https://communityimpact.com/dallas-fort-worth/richardson/health-care/2025/01/01/stretched-supply-causes-local-water-rates-to-rise/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/cantons-sanitation-sewer-water-rates-102841241.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHAubWVsdHdhdGVyLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAE2n7Q7ZHhSou76D_N0elNfK91lTKIzwz5nm6fSVe8buoilQQY7BLjX1bk-DPK8IZndMPOXVq70kBDiz24FYfTHGyMfqRUpvkWd6wQZqaCiifx-GVMElCueD189AOxMlYlkslWhD5ejer6cz4TQtrUH4uIHRqfns7NP4M-CfE9p5
https://www.record-courier.com/story/news/local/2024/12/31/water-sewer-will-go-up-3-for-kent-residents/77322894007/
https://www.heraldtimesonline.com/story/news/local/2024/12/31/bloomington-utilities-sewer-rate-credit-debit-fees-increase-in-2025/77263341007/
https://www.juneauempire.com/news/hike-of-more-than-60-in-water-rates-80-in-sewer-over-next-five-years-proposed-by-cbj-utilities/
https://www.newsweek.com/map-states-water-bills-increase-new-mexico-pennsylvania-1892884
https://www.therepublic.com/2024/07/18/eastern-bartholomew-water-has-boil-water-advisory/
https://apnews.com/article/water-loss-infrastructure-broken-pipes-poor-neighborhoods-2d747180d294ba62cdbf0906f9305802#:~:text=shrinking%20US%20cities-,Trillions%20of%20gallons%20leak%20from%20aging%20drinking%20water,further%20stressing%20shrinking%20US%20cities&text=March%204%2C%202024-,PRICHARD%2C%20Ala.,draw%20enough%20water%20from%20hydrants.
https://www.abcactionnews.com/scripps-news-investigates/michigan-residents-plagued-by-flint-water-crisis-face-mounting-bills-for-water-theyre-afraid-to-use
https://www.abcactionnews.com/scripps-news-investigates/michigan-residents-plagued-by-flint-water-crisis-face-mounting-bills-for-water-theyre-afraid-to-use
https://www.pgh2o.com/news-events/news/press-release/2024-12-24-thousands-benefit-pittsburgh-waters-customer-assistance
https://wild955.iheart.com/content/2024-02-27-palm-beach-countys-water-bill-assistance-program-extends-deadline/
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2024-03-12/as-water-rates-soar-legislators-seek-funding-for-assistance
https://www.wgvunews.org/news/2024-11-25/michigan-congresswomen-co-sponsor-low-income-water-affordability-legislation
https://www.wgvunews.org/news/2024-11-25/michigan-congresswomen-co-sponsor-low-income-water-affordability-legislation
https://wdet.org/2024/12/03/lawmakers-rally-behind-updated-water-affordability-package/
mailto:sarah@waterhub.org

re-introduced a state affordability program in December. Local news in
Kentucky reported a new Appalachian Citizens Law Center study on
unaffordable water rates in the state. After the election, the water sector
encouraged President-elect Trump to prioritize water, including
re-authorizing LIHWAP.

Water access & affordability keywords

biden administration

community funding president
water systems

_ children health clean wateraccess county
water quality

lead pipes drinking water chemicals

bottled water study

oroject agency S@f€ drinking water

homes climate change public health

Water safety

A confluence of extreme weather events, federal action on drinking water infrastructure and
ongoing public health concerns like PFAS, toxic forever chemicals, and lead pipes, were major
drivers in water safety news in 2024.

Drinking water remained the most used keyword in water safety media coverage in 2024 (28k
mentions or more than 75% of water safety articles). This was largely due to drinking water
concerns following extreme weather events like Hurricane Beryl, Hurricane Helene, and flooding
in the midwest, covered in the water access section of this report.

Major sub-themes in water safety reporting were often focused around public health, the
finalization of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s PFAS, toxic forever chemicals, and
lead pipe regulations, and federal and state funding announcements for drinking water
infrastructure.

Nearly 5k water safety mentions focused on PFAS. In April, the EPA finalized the first-ever limits
on toxic forever chemicals in drinking water, generating a lot of media coverage both nationally,
and in local news providing readers with context and reactions in their states. Take the local
reporting in Louisiana, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Pennsylvania, as an example.
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https://www.kentucky.com/news/state/kentucky/article286236890.html
https://www.kentucky.com/news/state/kentucky/article286236890.html
https://waterfm.com/water-sector-urges-trump-to-prioritize-water-in-second-term/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/neighborhood/conroe/article/boil-water-notice-lifted-beryl-19574379.php
https://www.cnn.com/2024/11/16/us/asheville-north-carolina-water-helene
https://apnews.com/article/severe-weather-floods-extreme-heat-71b740c16ad97edd90b3e9422672a61e
https://apnews.com/article/severe-weather-floods-extreme-heat-71b740c16ad97edd90b3e9422672a61e
https://www.kuow.org/stories/epa-puts-limits-on-forever-chemicals-in-drinking-water
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/04/10/biden-rule-targets-toxic-chemicals-in-us-drinking-water-00151435
https://www.wwno.org/coastal-desk/2024-05-13/epa-implements-new-regulations-for-forever-chemicals-what-does-that-mean-for-louisianas-water
https://www.heraldnews.com/story/news/2024/04/10/new-epa-regulations-on-pfas-in-drinking-water-limits-may-force-mass-action-on-toxic-pfas-in-drinking/73277569007/
https://newhampshirebulletin.com/2024/04/10/new-epa-pfas-rule-goes-further-than-new-hampshires-standards-setting-up-new-challenge/
https://www.ehn.org/epa-pfas
mailto:sarah@waterhub.org

The new regulations also faced backlash from chemical companies.
Ongoing PFAS reporting continued throughout the year, including a major
New York Times report about allegations of human rights violations at the

Mentions Trend
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Cape Fear River chemical plant in North Carolina and a PFAS hot spot in Cape Cod. An October
study estimated 1 in 5 Americans now drink water tainted with PFAS and other reporting
investigated how PFAS affect households who get their water from private wells.

Lead pipe replacement was another sub-theme (5.32k mentions). The 10 year anniversary of the
Flint Water Crisis was a focus for even international journalists. Throughout the year, consistent
reporting on federal funding announcements to address lead pipes across the U.S. made
headlines (Pennsylvania, Michigan, North Carolina) and, in October, the Biden administration
finalized the updated Lead and Copper Rule with a 10-year deadline to replace lead pipes in
most communities. We observed a big spike in media coverage around this announcement as
then-President Biden returned to the campaign trail for the first time after dropping out of the
race to stump for the administration’s water infrastructure investments. Narrative driven stories
like reporting on the impact of lead poisoning on one Wisconsin family grounded the issue in a
story of home and health.

Stories about water infrastructure funding (6.57k mentions) were most-often quick hits
announcing dollar amounts delivered to states for drinking water and wastewater infrastructure,
rather than in-depth reporting. However, we observed great state-wide reporting covering the
bipartisan Texas Water Fund, cuts to drinking water investments in response to California’s
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https://www.whro.org/2024-06-21/the-epas-new-limits-on-pfas-in-drinking-water-face-legal-challenges
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/27/climate/pfas-forever-chemicals-north-carolina.html
https://www.capecodtimes.com/story/news/2024/02/22/cape-cod-pfas-tainted-groundwater-fire-training-academy-barnstable-county/72493979007/
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2024-10-28/1-in-5-americans-drinking-water-tainted-with-pfas-chemicals
https://www.hollandsentinel.com/story/news/local/2024/09/05/pfas-forever-chemicals-water-meaning-definition-well-regulations-testing-filters/74908326007/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/10-years-flints-lead-water-crisis-was-discovered-lack-urgency-stalls-p-rcna148972
https://www.rawstory.com/u-s-city-of-flint-still-reeling-from-water-crisis-10-years-on/
https://www.mytwintiers.com/news-cat/pennsylvania-news/pennsylvania-counties-approved-for-funding-of-projects-to-ensure-clean-water/
https://www.wwdmag.com/utility-management/press-release/33017174/michigan-announces-177m-for-clean-water-drinking-water-infrastructure
https://www.cnn.com/2024/05/02/politics/biden-lead-pipe-replacement
https://www.wkyt.com/2024/10/08/biden-sets-10-year-deadline-us-cities-replace-lead-pipes-make-drinking-water-safer/
https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2024-10-08/biden-makes-rare-dip-into-battleground-state-fray-with-visit-to-pennsylvania-and-wisconsin
https://upnorthnewswi.com/2024/03/14/this-moms-story-shows-the-urgency-of-solving-wisconsins-lead-problem/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/02/20/health/epa-water-investment
https://www.kark.com/news/state-news/arkansas-awarded-60-million-in-america-rescue-plan-funding-for-water-infrastructure-projects
https://www.kxan.com/news/texas/texas-to-receive-358-million-to-upgrade-water-infrastructure/#:~:text=AUSTIN%20(KXAN)%20%E2%80%94%20The%20state,the%20U.S.%20Environmental%20Protection%20Agency.
https://cw39.com/news/texas/the-silent-issue-texas-water-problem-and-the-path-to-solutions/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/newsom-unveils-plan-to-cut-california-climate-funding/
mailto:sarah@waterhub.org

budget shortfall, and new funding for clean water in Nevada to help Tribes
struggling with increasing Safe Drinking Water Act violations due to failing
infrastructure.

The Clean Water Act and Safe Drinking Water Act (6.13k mentions) were

also in the news in 2024. A cybersecurity attack on one of the largest water

utilities in the U.S. was covered in the media widely. This led to warnings

from the federal government to states about these cybersecurity threats on drinking water
providers, as the EPA estimated 70% of water systems inspected did not comply with security
requirements in the Safe Drinking Water Act. Other coverage included reporting on the 50th
anniversary of the Safe Drinking Water Act, Supreme Court rollbacks to Clean Water Act
coverage, and local Clean Water Act violations in Ohio, Vermont, and Florida, for example.
Coverage of American Rivers’ Most Endangered Rivers annual report focused on how lost
federal Clean Water Act protections for small streams and wetlands threatens New Mexico’s
waterways and a Union of Concerned Scientists study says saving wetlands would save Upper
Midwest states billions in flood control dollars. Clean Water Act coverage in Colorado focused
the states stepping up to fill in protection gaps, while others pushed bills like this one in
Missouri, to slash protections further.

Only 4.92k water safety stories mentioned climate change (13.5%), significantly less than the
amount of climate coverage woven into media coverage of extreme weather like flooding and
drought in water supply news. Notable coverage that connected the dots between climate
change impacts and drinking water include stories on Long Island’s groundwater crisis, an op-ed
on climate change and the South’s aging infrastructure, and how drought in Philadelphia and the
Pacific Northwest impacts drinking water. In August, U.S. and Canadian officials agreed to study
the impact of coal mining on water in |daho's Kootenai River — a rare example of binational
cooperation framed around climate and water safety for ecosystems and wildlife.

Water safety keywords
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https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/newsom-unveils-plan-to-cut-california-climate-funding/
https://nevadacurrent.com/2024/04/24/tribes-in-nevada-eligible-for-millions-in-interior-water-infrastructure-funding/
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/10/08/american-water-largest-us-water-utility-cyberattack.html
https://www.reuters.com/technology/cybersecurity/us-warns-that-hackers-are-carrying-out-disruptive-attacks-water-systems-2024-03-20/#:~:text=WASHINGTON%2C%20March%2020%20(Reuters),sewage%20systems%20throughout%20the%20country.
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2024/12/safe-drinking-water-act-turns-50/
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2024/12/safe-drinking-water-act-turns-50/
https://www.newsweek.com/supreme-court-chevron-ruling-harm-wisconsin-water-lawyers-1921922
https://www.woodtv.com/news/nexstar-media-wire/ohio-man-pleads-guilty-to-dumping-contaminated-wastewater-into-river-killing-more-than-40000-fish/
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/new-york/articles/2024-09-10/epa-says-vermont-fails-to-comply-with-clean-water-act-through-inadequate-regulation-of-some-farms
https://www.wftv.com/news/local/environmental-groups-florida-regulators-settle-lawsuit-over-massive-2021-leak-polluted-waters/YPPAFFNB45DXXLPYCV7A2P6YYI/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2024/04/16/american-rivers-asks-public-to-protect-most-endangered-rivers/73327298007/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2024/12/04/wetlands-save-wisconsin-billions-during-flooding-report-says/76597239007/
https://coloradosun.com/2024/06/06/colorado-new-wetlands-protections-supreme-court-sackett/
https://missouriindependent.com/2024/03/06/missouri-bill-would-slash-state-regulations-over-small-streams-and-major-aquifers/
https://missouriindependent.com/2024/03/06/missouri-bill-would-slash-state-regulations-over-small-streams-and-major-aquifers/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/23/climate/drinking-water-long-island.html
https://theconversation.com/the-souths-aging-water-infrastructure-is-getting-pounded-by-climate-change-fixing-it-is-also-a-struggle-227672
https://theconversation.com/the-souths-aging-water-infrastructure-is-getting-pounded-by-climate-change-fixing-it-is-also-a-struggle-227672
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-region-drought-climate-change-what-to-know/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/climate-lab/how-the-drought-hit-was-farms-forests-fisheries-and-drinking-water/
https://idahocapitalsun.com/2024/08/14/u-s-canada-officials-to-study-impact-of-coal-mining-in-north-idahos-kootenai-river/
mailto:sarah@waterhub.org

Coastal Fisheries

This year, we also looked back at 2024 media coverage trends for coastal
fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico.? Our scan picked up nearly 4,460 news
stories mentioning the Gulf and coastal fisheries, a 31% decrease from the
previous year. Unsurprisingly, fish and farmers are the most prevalent
keywords.
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Key moments and themes in coastal fishery coverage were:

As previously mentioned, a major EPA assessment in January found the U.S. making little
progress to address nitrogen and phosphorous pollution from agricultural runoff that
contaminates drinking water and causes a dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico.

The connection between Midwest farms and coastal fisheries in the Gulf was a major
theme throughout the year. The Chicago Tribune reported on the connection and
challenges faced by Illinois farmers to reduce pollution impacting shrimpers downstream.
In the summer, scientists announced they expected a larger-than-average dead zone in
the Gulf — large areas of low-oxygen water that kill shrimp and other species or force
them to flee to new habitats. About 13% of news stories scanned mention the dead
Zone.

Nearly half of the coastal fisheries stories scanned mention climate change (45.5% or
2.03k mentions). New research showed that heavy rains worsen these downstream
impacts by pushing agricultural pollution from the Midwest down into the Gulf.
Entertainer and Captain America star Anthony Mackie got involved in_Shark Week
programming in hopes of raising awareness of climate impacts on the Gulf coast from
sea level rise to disappearing oyster farms.

21n January 2025, President Trump signed an executive order renaming the Gulf of Mexico as the Gulf of
America. Since our search is through 2024, we only looked at the search term “Gulf of Mexico” and the
Water Hub will follow AP Style guideline regarding the naming convention in this write up.

Water Hub | May 2025 pg. 10
Sarah Bucci | sarah@waterhub.org


https://apnews.com/article/rivers-streams-nitrogen-pollution-fertilizer-agriculture-farming-571eb54cb69cc06f43d5f1253e990337
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2024/01/28/illinois-farmers-struggle-to-balance-livelihoods-with-reducing-agricultural-runoff-a-major-contributor-to-gulf-dead-zone/
https://thelensnola.org/2024/08/02/gulf-dead-zone-larger-than-average-larger-than-expected-for-2024-scientists-announce/
https://futurism.com/the-byte/enormous-dead-zone-gulf
https://futurism.com/the-byte/enormous-dead-zone-gulf
https://ipmnewsroom.org/big-rains-are-worsening-nutrient-pollution-in-rivers-experts-say-solutions-start-on-farms/
https://apnews.com/article/anthony-mackie-sharks-captain-america-99c6af70986eb886fff173062c0898a1
https://apnews.com/article/anthony-mackie-sharks-captain-america-99c6af70986eb886fff173062c0898a1
https://www.ap.org/the-definitive-source/announcements/ap-style-guidance-on-gulf-of-mexico-mount-mckinley/
mailto:sarah@waterhub.org

e In December, American Public Media investigative reporters looked
deeper at lowa'’s farm runoff policies, finding the voluntary “Batch
and Build” program not as effective as advertised.

Coastal fisheries keywords
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Methodology

Search terms

Water safety

(river OR reservoir OR lake OR "drinking water" OR "tap water" OR stream OR creek OR aquifer
OR groundwater) NEAR/20 ("safe water" OR "safe drinking water" OR "unsafe water" OR "clean
water" OR "clean water rule" OR "clean water act" OR "waters of the US" OR "water safety" OR
"water contamination" OR "contaminated water" OR "water pollution" OR "polluted water" OR
"exceeds safe levels" OR "lead pipes")

Water supply

(river OR reservoir OR aquifer OR groundwater OR lake OR stream OR flow OR precipitation OR
rain OR snowpack) NEAR/20 ("water supply" OR "water shortage" OR "water source" OR "water
use" OR "water allocation" OR "water demand" OR "water deliveries" OR "drought")

Water access & affordability

(water ONEAR/4 ("shutoff" OR "shut off" OR "service shutoff" OR "service shut off" OR
"affordability" OR "unaffordable" OR "service turned off" OR "shut off moratorium" OR "ratepayer
support" OR "ratepayer assistance" OR "bill assistance" OR "shutoff moratorium" OR "shut off
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https://www.boisestatepublicradio.org/2024-12-17/iowa-backs-an-industry-friendly-fix-for-farm-pollution-despite-weak-results
mailto:sarah@waterhub.org

moratoria" OR outage OR "lack access")) OR ("water debt" OR "water debt
forgiveness" OR "water failure" OR "drinking water access" OR "water bill"
OR "access to clean water")

Mississippi River

("Mississippi River") AND (drought OR megadrought OR "mega-drought"

OR aridification OR "mega drought" OR "water shortage" OR “water

conservation” OR “climate change” OR “global warming” OR “drinking water” OR irrigation OR
irrigate OR farming OR agriculture OR “water rights” OR Tribes OR Indigenous OR Tribal OR
“‘demand management” OR “water efficiency” OR “water recycling” OR “water reuse” OR
resilience OR "saltwater intrusion" OR "pollution" OR "runoff" OR "water quality" OR PFAS OR
"water treatment" OR "water infrastructure")

Green infrastructure

("Green Infrastructure" OR "Nature-Based Solutions" OR "Natural Infrastructure" OR "Bioswale"
OR "Green Streets" OR "Green Alley" OR "Stormwater Capture" OR "Rainwater harvest" OR
"Rainwater Capture" OR "rain gardens" OR "green roofs")

Agricultural solutions

"cover crops" OR "no till" OR "no-till" OR "precision fertilizer" or (CAFO AND "regulation OR
rules") OR "discharge requirements" OR "conservation tillage" OR "grazing management" OR
"crop rotation" OR "nutrient management" OR "conservation drainage" OR "field buffers"

River restoration

"river protection" OR "river restoration" OR "forest restoration" OR "forest protection" OR "habitat
restoration" OR "habitat protection" OR "wetlands restoration" OR "wetlands protection" OR
"ecosystem restoration" OR "ecosystem protection"

Coastal fisheries

("Gulf of Mexico" AND ("coastal fisheries" OR "coastal fishery" OR fisheries OR fishery OR
chinook OR oysters OR menhaden OR snapper OR crab OR shrimp OR crawfish OR grouper OR
mackerel OR tuna) AND ("dead zone" OR "nutrient pollution" OR "farm runoff" OR "agricultural
runoff" OR "drought" OR habitat OR ecosystem OR "climate change" OR overfishing OR
"saltwater intrusion" OR pollution OR nitrogen OR phosphorous)
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